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BOOK REVIEWS
Atlas of Dermatology with Differential Diagnosis (Second edi-
tion). Edited by Gerno( Rassner and Guinter Kahn. Urhan & Schwar-
zen berg, Baltimore, 198:) (208 pp, $29.50)
A good atlas should have excellent pictures with good color and
clarity, be well organized, and be accompanied by a helpful but not too
lengthy text. The second edition of Atlas of Dermatology with Differ-
ential Diagnosis fultills most of these ideals.
The illustrations are of uniformly elegant quality-as good as I have
seen in any published work. Both common and rare conditions are
included among the 223 pictures. Useful line drawings help clarify the
introductory chapter. The book is well organized and may serve as an
introductory minitext. A particular strength of this work is the legend
accompanying each figure. The diagnosis is mentioned, followed by a
morphologic description of the lesions, the case history of the particular
patient (when available), and then a differential diagnosis. The work
is up-to-date, including even the mention of spirochetes as the cause
of Lyme disease.
There are several items about which I would quibble. I still don't
know the size of a lentil, and believe that "lentil-size" should be dropped
from dermatologic descriptions (page 32). The term "prurigo" is also
one that needs clarification or substitution of a better descriptive word
(page 49). What does "lichenated" mean (page 60)? Cellulitis is not
discussed, and the picture on page 37 appears most consistent with
that diagnosis rather than "acute erysipelas."
There are many typographical errors which should have been elimi-
nated by the authors or editors. For example, the legend of figure 26
discusses the left hand, but the figure sbows the right hand; figure 172
is discussed as a nevus cell nevus in the legend but is later described
as typical of a simple lentigo. I am not aware of any information which
would justify the statements "Lentigo simplex and junctional t.ype
nevus are not malignaJlt., but should be observed in the same manner
as a precancel''' (pa-ge 145) or "Many melanomas develop from use of
hormones (estrogens) and hydantoins." (page 141)
These faults are minor, however, and should be correet.ed in the next
printing. They in no way det.ract from the overall high quality of t.his
atlas which is a pleasure to look through and should be a useful and
surprisingly inexpensive aid to any interested student or resident, and
a valuable addition to departmental teaching libraries.
Kenneth A. Arndt, M.D.
Boston, Massachusetts
Photoimmunology. Edited by John A. Parrish, Margaret L. Kripke,
and Warwick L. Morison. Plenum Medical Book Company, New
York and London, 1983 (304 pp, $39.50)
Photoimmunology is a relatively new and rapidly growing field which
encompasses photobiologic, immunologic, and dermatologic principles.
As stated by the editors, the book is designed to summarize the present
state of knowledge in this field and provide background information to
allow the reader to put this information into an understandable per-
spective.
The book utilizes 304 papers including the index. Section I contains
156 pages divided into 7 chapt.ers which primarily cover basic principles,
techniques, and responses that apply to the examination and under-
standing of photobiology, photoimtnunology, and immunology. These
chapters are well-presented and supply the reader the needed ground-
work for understanding the second section.
Section II encompasses 3 chapters and 51 pages where the experi-
mental aspects of photoimmunology are presented. To me, this is the
most fascinating part of the book. 1n Chapt.er 8 Kripke summarizes the
findings related to the immunology of ultraviolet radiation (UVR)
induced cancers in experiment.al animals and the development of
specific suppression of tumor rejection produced by UVR. The antigen-
icity of various experimental cutaneous tumors and the mechanism of
the suppression of rejection is discussed. 1n Chapter 9 Bergstresser et
al describe the remarkable effects of UV radiation on contact hyper-
sensitivity at length. In Chapter 10 Morison discusses the effects of
UV radiation in immune reactions in humans including influences on
contact hypersensitivity, lymphocytes, and Langerhans cells.
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The third section deals with the problems of clinical photoimmu-
nology. This is covered in 85 pages in 5 chapters. It is a bit more
irregular but does provide a fair review of these clinical problems.
All in all this is a good review of a most import.ant aspect of photo
medicine and should be 01' value to our training programs throughout
t.he country.
John H. Epstein, M.D.
San Francisco, California
Biochemistry and Physiology of the Skin (two volumes). Edited
by Lowell A. Goldsmith. Oxford Universit.y Press, New York and
Oxford, 1983 (1323 pp, $150)
This book is a major cont.ribution to the dermatological lit.erature.
It is broad in its scope and provides a very wide and comprehensive
range of informat.ion necessary for an understanding of cutaneous
biology and disease. The editor obviously gave considerable thought. to
the choice and sequence of t.he mat.erial presented in the two volumes
and this facilitates reference t.o particular points of int.erest. The first
volume describes the development and structure of skin, the biochem-
istry and metabolism of epidermal and dermal macromolecules, con-
trols of epidermal growth and metabolism, the cutaneous appendages,
and innervation. The second volume deals with the effects of radiation
on the skin, the cellular and molecular basis of cutaneous pat.hophys-
iolo1.'Y, nutrit.ional and metabolic disorders, carcinogenesis, cutaneous
microbiology and pharmacology, and biophysical properties of the skin.
Each volume is well illustrated with diagrams and micrographs of high
quality. The bibliographies provided with each chapt.er are up-to-date
and comprehensive. For a book of this size, the index is brief but.
adequate-however, it would have been useful to have reproduced the
index in both volumes.
The list of contributors to this hook reads like a "Who's Who in
Dermat.ological Research" for each aut.hor is an active researcher in
the area concerned and, often, has been responsible for bringing it to
its present stage of development. 1t is difficult. (if not. impossible) for
one reviewer to fully assess the value of all the mat.erial present.ed, but
careful reading of the chapters of part.icular interest. to me indicates an
authorit.ative, accurate, up-to-date, and imaginative approach. My as-
sumption t.hat this holds true for the entire book has not been contra-
dicted by comments sought from other colleagues whose areas of
research interest differ from mine. The text has been well edited to
provide a uniformity and clarity of style and yet most chapters, inter-
estingly and appropriately, retain a charact.er which reflects both t.he
charact.er of the aut.hors and the stage of development of the topic
considered. Those wishing for a better understanding of clinical prob-
lems will find current t.hought about the mechanisms underlying disease
processes clearly and critically reviewed. For t.hose new to the study of
skin, the book will provide a starting place to swiftly discover what has
been done and, often of more value, what has been thought about a
particular topic. For established investigators the book provides a good
opportunity to emerge from a position of specialization and acquire a
broader perspective of the skin as a whole.
It. is a bold editor who, in t.he opening paragraph of the preface t.o a
work, invites comparison with Stephen Rothman's The Phy.<iology and
Biochemistry of Shin. I am sure that each of us has half a dozen books
which are, or have been, of particular value and significance. For me,
these include Mercer's interest.ing book on Keratin and Keratinization,
Kligman and Loebitz' The Epidermis, and, of course, Rothman. Origi-
nally, such books as these were the source of knowledge of a new area.
In t.ime they became the first place to look to confirm some half
forgotten fact or when a question arose on a point of new interest..
Unfortunat.ely, however, these f~lIniliar friends are growing old (the
youngest will be twenty next year) and nothing had yet been published
to take their place. It. was in the hope of filling this gap that. the present
book was purchased and, although a constant stream of borrowers
limits the time it remains on my bookshelf, 1 am happy to say t.hat it
fits this role very well.
In scope and execution this book represents an impressive undertak-
ing and we should be grateful to the editor for his labors; it is difficult
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to imagine anyone with a serious interest in cutaneous biology who will
not benefit from having these volumes at hand.
lan C. Mackenzie, D.D.S., Ph.D.
Iowa City, Iowa
Histopathology of the Skin (Sixth edition). Wnlter F. Lever, and
Gundula Schaumburg-Lever. ,J.B. Lippincott Company, Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, 1983 (848 pp, $82..50)
To review adequately a new edition of a venerated text, it is necessary
to consider it within the context of its predecessors as well as in
relationship \0 \ he need of its current audience. The new Lever book
represent.s a refinement of an important reference work in dermato-
pat hology t.hat, when introduced in 1949, was one indicator of the
emergence of this new subspecialty. Since that time, it. has enjoyed a
wide readership of dermatologist.s and pathologists, and has been valued
by both the novice and the experienced in their fields.
During t.he 34 years since t.he inception of this text, a revolut.ion has
taken place in the field of dermatopathology. The newest edition of
HistopaLlwlogv of the Shin recognizes t.he rapid evolution of this sub-
specialty in numerous ways. One hundred und four "new" diseases have
been added. References have been updated; but, as one would expect
in a geneml reference work, are not exhaustive. As in it.s forerunners,
the present t.ext cont ains precise and informative clinical descript.ions
of all disorders presented. Detail is given to recent advances that
elucidat.e (he pathogenesis of cutaneous disorders. Specifically. immu-
nologic mechanisms potentially relevant to our understanding of the
causes and natural histories of many conditions are discussed in light
of recent experimental dat.a. Advances in hist.ologic classification (e.g.,
lymphoma and malignant melanoma) are also described.
Several ·hapt.ers in my opinion are of particular merit. One describ-
ing laborat.ory met.hods in evaluating various dermatoses now includes
a section discussing immunol1uorescence techniques and is of consid-
erahle utilitv. A new chapter on systemic diseases with cutaneous
manifest.ati~ns provides important. information whereby certain sys-
temic disorders may be suspected on t.he basis of t.he hist.ology of
associated alt.erat.iol1i; and infilt.rates in t.he skin. The chapter on
cutaneous appendage t.umors is improved and simplified; tumors are
grOuped according to t.heir differentiation and resemblance to mat.ure
or embryonic appendages and are no longer grouped according to their
degree of differentiat.ion wit.hin these subgroups. The inclu. ion of
disorders such as Cowden's disease in t.he discussion of appendage
t.umors is important and necessary in promoting the underst.anding
that the precise recognition of certain appendage t.umors may give
insight into associated patterns of inheritance Or internal neoplasia.
The chapter on malignant melanoma is much improved and det.ails
recent histologic criteria which correlate with prognosis. The discussion
of dysplasti . nevus syndrome is timely and well-written. One area of
potent.ial improvement in this chapter would be a more detailed dis-
cussion of' crit.eria f'or the designat.ion of nevomelanocytes as "dysplas-
I ic" Or "atypical." Furthermore, a discussion of the much-confused
borderline and minimal deviation malignant melanomas is needed.
A short.coming of' this edit.ion, as in its predecessors, is the occasion-
ally incomplete histologic descriptions of cert.ain inl1ammatory der-
matoses. For example, in Chapter 8 on noninfectious erythemat.ous,
papular, and squamous diseases, subtle hist.ologic features are not.
emphasized which may aid in different.ial diagnosis of' certain derma-
toses. Indeed, disorders such as papular acrodermatitis of childhood,
parapsoriasis, prurigo simplex, erythema gyrat.um repens, pruritic ur-
ticarial papules and plaques of pregnancy, Kawasaki's disease, and
inflammatory linear verrucous epidermal nevus are all described as
having "nonspecilic" histologies. The term "nonspecific" is not de,
lined-and the reader must there(ore interpret the histology within <\
range of not pathognomonic to entirely non-diagnostic.
Although some new black and whit.e illustrations have been added
I he vast. majorit.y are unchanged from the previous edition. The colo;
plat.es at. intervals throughout the t.ext. are attractive, but add little to
our understanding of the disorders depicted, and undoubtedly add to
the cost of the book. The inclusion of full pages of elect.ronmicrograph
at the end of t.he hook, as in previous editions, would more appropriately
be depict.ed under t.he respective disorders, although this would neces.
sitat.e a reduction in their size.
In spite of these criticisms, the newest edition represents a mOre
current and supplemented revision of previous editions of this text
One's ultimate appreciat.ion of this work will inevitably be determined
by the manner in which it.s predecessors were received. Those who
liked t.he previous editions hould be pfeased wit.h t.he present updated
and expanded one.
Regardless of one's bias, this book remains t.he only well-written and
comprehensive t.ext to address t.he dermatopathology of both innam.
matory and neoplastic disorders of the skin. As such, it should remail]
a mainst.ay of t.his subspecialty ancl an integral reference for those who
desire a complete understanding of disorders of the skin.
George l". Murphy, M.D.
Boston, Massachusetts
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